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Tidbits
from
Cally,
Natures' Proud Cat!

possible that there may be a few errors.
If your gate code does not work, please
notify the office so that we can re-enter
it for you.

This time of year
is so peaceful!
The
park is quiet, so I can
find a cool, shady spot
and have long siestas in
the afternoon! But not
everyone is as lazy as I am.
There are things going on around here!
•

•

•

We continue to have our ice cream
socials every Wednesday evening.
Many thanks to Al & Jean who are
hosting these socials. Ice cream socials
will continue until Labor Day, so come
on out and join the fun.

There was a good turnout for the
Fathers' Day social hosted by Ken and
Terry. Thanks to Ken, Terry and their
helpers for making this a fun event.
What a lot of lightening we had one day!
It was close and scary, and then one bolt
landed where it should not have! It fried
all the wires in Two Dog John's
motorhome and also fried the keypad at
the gate!
What a thing to happen!
Multi-talented, Pool Richard managed
to rig the fried gate keypad so that
people could use their code to get in, but
it was impossible to open the gate
remotely for vendors or guests. What a
predicament until a new keypad unit
could be installed.
Please note: All the gate codes had to
be re-entered into the new unit, so it is

John is staying in Steve & Sue's home
while his motorhome is being repaired.
Hopefully it won't be too long before he
gets his home back and is on his own lot
once again.

•

The "New" Natures Resort celebrated its
10th anniversary on July 3rd. Chapter
2 of 'Then & Now' covers the start of
"The New Natures!

•

July 4th was a fun day with a traditional
hotdog and hamburger cookout. Many
thanks to hosts Ken & Terry and chefs
Ken & Doug and their helpers for
making this a fun day.
That's all from me.

Condolences
We are heartbroken to inform our
readers that we recently lost three of our family
members:
Barry, Lot 226, was a friend to everyone
in the park, always with a cheerful wave to
anyone in sight. When he and Peggy made
Natures their permanent home, they quickly
integrated into the Natures family, and became

active in many of the activities. Always kind,
always helpful and always friendly, he will be
greatly missed. We extend our condolences to
Peggy and her family.
Gerry, Lot 75, was a quiet spoken soul
with a warm and generous heart. Having lost
his wife, Marion, some years ago, he could
empathize with others who were experiencing
the grief of losing a loved one, and will be
remembered for the kind way he reached out
and helped others cope with their loss. We
extend our condolences to Gerry's family, but
also celebrate that he is once again with his
beloved wife.
Ruth, Lot 233, always had a friendly
smile for everyone she came into contact with
when Richard wheeled her around the park, or
brought her to the pool area. We will miss her
cheerful face and witty remarks, and extend
our heartfelt condolences to Richard and her
family.
Ruth, Gerry and Barry will be greatly
missed, but never forgotten.
Summer Projects Continued....
Although we do not have any exciting
projects scheduled for this summer, this does
not mean that nothing is being done! General
maintenance is ongoing every summer to
ensure that Natures continues to be a park that
we can be proud of.
An important maintenance project for
this summer was to check all the septic systems
in the old section of the park.
We are so grateful to Richard for all the
work that he has done over the years to keep
our old backhoe (affectionately named
"Grandpa") running, as this enabled us to do
most of the excavation work ourselves.
As
each system has been checked, risers have been
added so that in future we will be able to
inspect the systems without doing major
excavation work.
In addition, those that
needed it have been pumped out, and where
necessary, the cement lids have been replaced.

We always try to tackle major projects or
maintenance during the summer while there
are the fewest people in the park to be
inconvenienced.
This means that our
permanent residents are always the ones to be
impacted by the inconvenience that is caused
by our summer projects. We want to thank
our residents for being so understanding and
willing to 'go with the flow' as we strive to keep
Natures in tip top shape.
Working on septic systems is never an
exciting or pleasant task, but doing it in the
summer makes it a killer task. Although we do
have the backhoe, it still requires a lot of hand
digging and manual labor which is no fun at all
in 100 degree weather.
Many thanks to
Richard, Tony and Dan, Lot 82, for the work
done on this project.
Then & Now - Chapter 2
After Rich & Sharon sold their share of
Natures to Bill & Sandy and Bill & Misty on
July 3rd, 2007, the new partnership went into
high gear moving Natures from a very well
structured facility into a more social and
inviting resort. (We just celebrated the 10th
anniversary of The 'New' Natures. Time sure
flies when we're having fun!)
The new
partners and Frank had identical goals for the
future of Natures, so this was a very interesting
and exciting time.
When Natures first opened, there was a
long driveway from Monte Cristo to Natures'
gate which was situated between Lot 300
(Steve & Julie) and Lot 201 (Dean & Doris).
The front fence extended east and west from
the gate, and everything north of the gate was
in open view of Monte Cristo Road.
It was difficult for guests to find the
driveway during the day and almost impossible
at night, so Big Bill crafted some of his
"ironworks" and planted three palm trees on
each side of the driveway to create an entrance.
This helped during the daylight but not at
night, so we also put up a light at the Monte
Cristo end of the driveway.

Notice the
absence of
a fence as
we know it
today

Above: Digging the
trench for electric
cable for street light
at Monte Cristo.

Putting up the new gate

We had no bucket
truck in those days,
so had to make do
with the old
backhoe!

In the summer of 2008 Hurricane Dolly
paid us a very unwelcome visit during which
our entire front and part of the west fence was
blown over.
Our immediate concern was
making Natures private again, so the west
fence was repaired and the wooden front fence
was propped back up into place.
However, as we intended expanding into
the front area at some time in the future, we
decided that, while we had the crew working on
the damaged fence, now would be the time to
build a new fence that would enclose the 5
acres between the old fence and Monte Cristo
road. Later Big Bill built a beautiful gate to
close off the new fence.
The infrastructure was all in place for
lots 210, 212, 214, 216 and 218, but these lots
were outside the original front fence. Once the
new expansion area fence was completed, all
that was needed to give us these 5 desperately
needed extra spaces for people previously
turned away, was a caliche road.

Note the old front fence north
of Lots 201, 203, 205, 207 & 209
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The next couple of years were spent with
general improvements to clubhouse, guest
rooms, grounds, and added facilities.
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Looking East at Lot 305
at the far end of the road

How many differences can you see?

Note the location of the
old front fence with
corner of Clubhouse
middle right on photo
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Insulated and finished inside walls of building
Epoxy coated floor and expanded dance floor
Carriage House has a top floor accessed through
the library
Metal beams painted to blend with the walls
Kitchen opened up and always available to be
used
Chandelier lights (previously only icicle lights)
Bright lights (for bingo) and fans
Metal chairs replacing plastic chairs
Gas furnace to heat clubhouse

